


UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO IL 60604-3590 

n 3 CFC 2003 

Honorable B o b  Ta f  E 

Governor of Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 4 3 2 1 5 - 6 1 3 7  

D e a r  Governor T a f t  

Thank you f o r  rrakicg recon~~ienciar,ioris mi S-hour ozone a i r  c y a l  it:. 
d e s i g n a t i o n s  Pur suan t  t i l  t h e  Clean A i r  A c t  ( C A A ) ,  t h e  Unized 
S t a t e s  Environmental  P r o t e c t i o r !  Agency ( E P A )  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
promulgate  d e s i g n a t i o n s  f o -  new o r  r e v i s e d  s t a n d a r d s ,  such a s  the 
%hour  ozone s t a n d a r d  E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  we e n t e r e d  i n t o  .3 

consen t  d e c r e e  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  us t o  promulga te  %hour nzone 
d e s i g n a t i o n s  by A p r i l  1 5 ,  2 0 C 4 .  

We have reviewed t h e  J u l y  1 5 ,  2 0 0 3 ,  l e t t e r  from C h r i s t o p h e r  
J o n e s ,  D i r e c t o r ,  Ohio Z n v i r o n r e n t a l  ? r o t e c t i o n  Agency, sdmit t i n 5  
O h i o ' s  recommendations.  C o n s i s t e n t  ~v~:th s e c t i o n  1 0 7  ( d )  (I! of the 
C M ,  this l e t t e r  i s  t o  inform you t ;?at ,  based  upon t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  your  l e t t e r ,  and i n  t h e  absence  o f  
a d d i t i o n a l  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  f o r  your r ecomienda t ions ,  EPA i n t e n d s  
t o  make m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  Ohio's recommerxied des ignaEions  a 2 Z  
b o u n d a r i e s .  I f  you would l i k e  LO p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  inforn:a-,ion 
about  t h e  areas i n  q u e s t i o n ,  p l e a s e  p r o v i d e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  bl- 
February  6 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  s o  t :?at  we can c o n t i n u e  t o  work w i t h  7 0 ~ 1 -  
o f f  i ce  as  we move forward  t o  make f i n a l  d e s i g n a t i o n s .  

The CAA d e f i n e s  a nonactainment  a r e a  a s  any area t h a t  does n n t  
m e e t  ( o r  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  ambient a i r  q u a l i t y  in a nearby  area 
t h a t  does  n o t  meet) t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r imary  o r  secondary  and2ier.t a i l -  
q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  p o l l u t a n t .  EF'A gu idance  i n d i c a t e s  thar, 
Ohio shou ld  u s e  :he l a r g e r  of t h e  C o n s o l i d a t e d  I l e t r o p o l i t a n  
S t a t i s t i c a l  A r e a ,  M e t r o p o l i t a n  S t a t i s t i c a l  Area ,  o r  che l - h o u r -  
ozone nona t t a inmen t  a r e a  a s  t h e  p re sumpt ive  boundary f o r  E - h c i u r  
ozone nona t t a inmen t  a r e a s .  The gu idance  p r o v i d e s  11 f a c t o r s  t h a t  
Ohio shou ld  c o n s i d e r  i n  de t e rmin ing  whether  t o  inodify t h e  
presumpt ive  b o u n d a r i e s .  We have reviewed your  s u p p o r t i n g  
ir! f ormatior,  t o  modify t h e  presumpt ive  nonat  t a x i n e n t  areas 



The enc1osGr-e L O  this leLter ident 1 fies the counties tha: should 
be included i n  each nonattainment ar-ea We are also prov:cling a 
written summary of our reasonicg for modifying your 
recommendations, explaining :~'!iji we believe your recormnendation is 
not consistext with the staLutory def i n i - i o n  of a nonattainflent 
area in lig'lt of the 11 faccors provided in our guidance. 

EPA has been tracking preliminarl. 2003 ozone monitoring data 2nd 
their impact on areas' preliminary 2001-2003 design values 
Where preliminary 2001-2003 ozone monitoring data indicate that 
an area's artainment status will differ from Ohio's 
recommendation based on 2000-2002 monitoring data, EPA irdicates 
the potential modification to the designation recommendation in 
the enclosure Additionally, the EPA will continue to closely 
review monitoring data for additional differences that may have 
occurred throughout the remainder of the 2303 ozone season t o r -  as 
a result of data handling procedures to determine if it might 
affect the State's recormendee designations. It is critical f o r  
Ohio to expedite submittal of 2 0 0 3  monitoring data to EPA so that 
air quality designations and classifications for the 8-hour 
standard will accurately reflect the States's air quality 

To advance this process, please s L ; b m i t  your final 2003 monitoring 
data into the Air Quality System as quickly as possible, if it 
has not already been done. In addition, please submit the %hour 
and 1-hour ozone design values and the average expected 1 - h o u r  
eaceedance rate to Stephen Rothblatt, of my staff, by official 
letter by December 17, 2 0 0 3 .  

We look forward to a continued dialog with Ohio as we ~ ~ 0 z - k  to 
finalize the designations for the 8-hour ozone standard We 
appreciate your efforts and w i l l  review any future supporting 
information Ohio wishes to submit on these recommendations. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly your 

Q4b- 
Thomas f Skinner 
Regional Administrator 

Enclosure 



c c  . C h r i s  t(2pher J o n e s ,  D i r e c  trrr 
O h i  o Znvi r o ~ i r n e i i  t a 1 F r o  t e c  t i on Acjeric:: 

John  A .  BeEed ic t ,  Di . rector  
West Vi ry i r ? i a  Department of EnvironmenEal ProCec t ion 

J o y c e  E p p s ,  3 i r e c t o r  
Pennsy lvan ia  Depar t x e n t  of Environmenta 1 P r o t e c t  l o r  

L o r i  Kaplan,  Cornniissioner 
In d i an a D epa r t men t o f E n  v i r onve n t a 1 >la n a CJ. eil1eP E 

John Lyons, A i r  D i r e c t o r  
Kentucky D e p a r  tmen t of Envi ronmenta l  Qua 11 t y  



Area Ohio 
Recommended 
Nonattainment 
Counties 

s ta r : :  

A s  a s e p a r a t e  
a r e a  : 
KliOZ. 

E PA 
Recommended 
Nonattainment 
Count ie s 

stsr:.  
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